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The book Historiography of the history of science in Islamicate societies:
Practices, concepts, questions by Sonja Brentjes, a prominent scholar of
science in the Islamic period, challenges the traditional and dominant
narratives of the history of science in the Islamic world - particularly the
theory of scientific decline after the Golden Age. It demonstrates that the
decline hypothesis is inconsistent with historical evidence and that scientific
activities in Islamic societies continued through the Safavid, Ottoman, and
Mughal periods. Brentjes emphasizes the importance of social institutions
and structures in the production of science, educational methods, and the
practices of recording, preserving, and transmitting knowledge. For instance,
she highlights face-to-face education and research conducted in the form of
commentary and exegesis as influential factors in the advancement of
science. Additionally, the relationship between science and religion among
scholars and rulers, who often held divergent views in support of or
opposition to science, is examined. Brentjes strongly recommends that
researchers avoid framing all manuscripts, treatises, instruments, maps, and
scientific artifacts within broad categories such as "Islam™ or "Latin Europe".
Instead, she urges scholars to consider specific contexts, social frameworks,
and the unigue opportunities and constraints of each society, moving beyond
stereotypical assumptions to adopt detailed historical investigations and
more comprehensive analyses.
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1. Brentjes, S. (2024). Historiography of the history of science in
Islamicate societies: Practices, concepts, questions. Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781000921410.
Sonia Brentjes : https://www.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/people/brentjes
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1. Reflections on the role of the exact sciences in islamic culture and education between
the twelfth and the fifteenth centuries
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1. What could it mean to contextualize the sciences in islamic societies of the past?



A ISyl o5 .o Gl 13,018 G 5 5 S IS oy
5 ol (b laaseus 4 (215 .00)5 al psle 5l Slaniy 5 JWl > e (28 5 392 sk
A3 oo OLE3 ) S8 5 135 Ol ol G35 5 (Sl Sy
aalllan § 0351 515)05 0 Slofug (losal 5 (Kan8 Cuotl 3] 55 ole Slaey )l o ba iy (S
3 )il s Oy Slo 9090 (59 Sl S o SoS Ansly ale L, yigg prd 4 la]

ool oMl 193 55 (2L psle )3 gl 5 €95 BRGNS w0pes) (S5 ) (L) o) g
“_,’.&.) 5)9> chb b 9 Ca oALISJ9A>u l.tz»)b:] 9 ols sl G"J& u\j9.a.’>u 2 Gpo )f).oo
g Ljlogabo (owdize laojgy @l)gld (cdlld 25l dag (oMl alg 8y039) 9 (oloi]
35 ol 5558 o 6,5 IS i Dl i i g sl
' o G .. .

(G20 o3 G ped slrouw) sgio o ! 49 oL, poks. ¥
roles 5 g Soygd by Ol g 3lop e o pas Ol )3 (2L pole Jilos 4 dlis
96 (oMl ol 13 (2L psle S0 b A8 o dunsllio )55 5 Slate slisusdisl ()se
ey O g ol SNy 5ye5 o5 0l Lo o1y il 2 o s 53900 L5350y
sloanl g ale CBb 3 gosle ijeal sladlls, g (gre 5l cdae a4y 5,59 oyl .l 03,5 JLos
30 g (SNiyd e Gygo 4y pole Fuyl adllae oy cllio )0 (ool (831 5,50, . Cunl odselzdl
smolio Slaie 9 (6504 8590 SIS dygauo 8y90 1> < Jlio (glyy )5 gy SIKe— Sloy o8 b
@ JU3I Lol g 0 0450 yiaS jlad SlBgl (yuasd 1D aiaSS (ygie (o bl Dg3g ((Q‘é}o» ke

D92yl S 51)3 )3 (2L pgxS g (cwlibo)lins
duoliio ) dyghis by 15 0 (61350 b cafb 090 1l 13 (ULK03 5 LosiMis «ograllay ¢ yusl8l

1. The mathematical sciences in safavid iran questions and perspectives
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1. The prison of categories — ‘decline’ and its company
2. George Makdisi, The Rise of Colleges: Institutions of Learning in Islam and the West
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1981), 77-78.
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