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To date, no research based on primary sources has been conducted on the
scientific and cultural life of Dr. Mahmoud Behzad, often regarded as the
father of modern biology in Iran. Existing accounts are primarily limited to
personal memoirs or interviews conducted during his lifetime. Occasioned
by the discovery of the original manuscript of his first book, this article
examines archival documents to investigate Behzad’s life from its
beginnings until 1951 (1330 SH). It aims to uncover the contexts that
provided the necessary foundations for the creation of such a work.
Consequently, this paper presents both a narrative of Behzad’s scientific
career and the evolutionary trajectory of his book, What Does Darwin Say?,
based on the recovered manuscript. Divided into several sections, the study
offers a sociological narrative of science, chronicling the dissemination of
scientific theories and the historical spectrum of supportive and opposing
reactions they elicited.
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