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Article type: This article, drawing on Ernst Cassirer’s philosophy of symbolic forms, examines
Review Article astrological beliefs in Pliny’s Natural History and three Persian ‘aja’ib works:

Hamadant’s ‘Aja’ib al-makhliigat, Qazwini’s ‘Aja’ib al-makhluqat, and Dunaysari’s
Nawadir al-tabadur. It asks whether these texts reveal a shared mythic mode of
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understood as an “ordering totality,” whose spheres and stars are active forces
shaping material life, human destiny, temperaments, climates, and even moral
qualities. In the ‘aja’ib texts, this logic appears in the form of astrological tables
based on the influence of the seven planets and the zodiacal signs on climates, human
organs, professions, animals, and moral traits. Pliny, although he criticizes
individual horoscopy and certain astronomical superstitions, nevertheless
acknowledges the general influence of the heavenly spheres and of the moon and the
sun in the form of astrological rulings concerning the human body, plants, animals,
and terrestrial life as a whole. According to Cassirer’s perspective, it can be
concluded that, at a deeper level, both traditions embody a shared mode of mythic
cognition in which the heavens function as a sacred space that orders and structures
the material world.
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have an immortall nature: and their power and influence extendeth much
to the earth: which by their effects and operations, by their light and
greatnesse might be knowne, notwithstanding they are so high and subtile
withall, as we shall in due place make demonstration. (Pliny The Elder,
2003/1601, Bk. 11, Chap. VIII)
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Epigenes used to maintain that human life could not be possibly prolonged
to one hundred and twelve years, and Berosus that it could exceed one
hundred and seventeen. (Ibid)
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They maintain that, reckoning from the commencement of an ascending
sign, no life can possibly exceed a period of ninety degrees from that point;
which periods they call by the name of "anaphorz;" they say also, that
these anaphora may be intercepted by meeting with malign stars or their
rays even, or those of the sun. (Ibid)
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To theirs the school of Asculapius succeeded, which admits that the
allotted duration of life is regulated by the stars, but that it is quite
uncertain what is the greatest extent of the period. These say that long life
is uncommon, because a very great number of persons are born at critical
moments in the hours of the lunar days; for example, in the seventh and
the fifteenth hours, both by day and night; these individuals are subject to
the malign influence of that ascending scale of the years which is termed
the "climacteric," and never hardly, when born under these circumstances,
exceed the fifty-fourth year.(Ibid)

1. Epigenes

2. Berosus
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