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This study introduces and analyzes the oldest known scientific report on
equine diseases in Iran, written by French veterinarian Charles Carré in 1909.
Carré, a graduate of the Alfort Veterinary School, was dispatched to Iran in
1905 as the personal veterinarian to the Crown Prince, later Mohammad Ali
Shah Qajar. His 19-page report, titled Observations sur les Maladies des
Chevaux en Perse, was recently retrieved from the Alfort archives and
translated into Persian for the first time. The research methodology involved
obtaining the original French text, translating it faithfully, and
supplementing it with archival materials from France, Iran, and various
international sources. Data were categorized into the author’s biography and
the report’s content, which covers historical veterinary practices, traditional
vs. modern medicine, contagious and non-contagious diseases, and local
customs Results show that Carré’s work is the first comprehensive veterinary
document of its kind in Iran. He recorded three European predecessors and
described diseases such as glanders, anthrax, tetanus, and scabies, alongside
traditional—and often harmful—treatments like burning rabbits or using
concentrated petroleum. He also noted poor stable hygiene, the practice of
giving incurable animals to the poor (spreading disease), and systemic
bribery among stable workers. The conclusions emphasize the document’s
immense historical, scientific, and ethnographic value. It reveals the deep
divide between superstitious folk medicine and modern veterinary science,
illustrating the cultural and social challenges faced by early veterinary
modernization in Iran. The report also underscores the contributions of both
foreign and Iranian veterinarians over the past century. The authors
recommend that Iranian veterinary institutions actively seek, preserve, and
translate similar historical documents to safeguard this heritage and inform
the profession’s future development.
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